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The Centre for Biomedical Ethics and Law (Department of Public Health and Primary Care, KU Leuven) is looking for a PhD student to 
conduct research on the ethics of telepalliative care in intensive care units (ICU). The project is part of the EU funded project 'Enhancing 
palliative care in ICU' (EPIC).
The Centre for Biomedical Ethics at KU Leuven (www.cbmer.be) is an inderdisciplinary research centre that analyzes ethical, legal, and 
societal questions regarding biomedicine and healthcare. The research groups collaborate closely with researchers from KU Leuven 
and U ZLeuven, as well as with various external partners such as healthcare providers, patient organizations, umbrella organizations of 
healthcare institutions, governmental representatives at national, European, and international levels. Staff members publish research results 
in international academic journals, participate in national and international research projects, disseminate their findings through participation 
in national and international conferences, and are involved in providing advice to academic and professional organizations.
https://www.cbmer.be

Project
The EPIC project aims to sustainably improve care for critically ill patients and their families in the ICU. An interdisciplinary consortium 
collaborates to provide a novel harmonized palliative care model using telemedicine. The vision of EPIC is to contribute to a mind shift from 
a narrow focus on prolonging life towardsmore holistic care in ICU.

This specified advertised PhD research project aims to develop an ethical framework to evaluate the use of telepalliative care in ICU. The 
sub-aims of this project are (1) to analyze the main ethical concepts used in the debate on the use of telecare in palliative care settings 
and the arguments built on these concepts;(2) to understand what citizens (general public, relatives of palliative patients, etc.) perceive as 
ethical issues in the use of telepalliative care in ICU; (3) to ethically evaluate the use of telepalliative care in ICU; (4) and to formulate ethical 
recommendations that can guide the use of telepalliative care in ICU.

Profile
● You will conduct research (literature review, qualitative study, ethical analysis) in the described research domain. This research 

aims to lead to a doctoral degree (PhD).
● You have completed a Master's Degree in Philosophy, Theology, Bioethics, Medicine, Nursing, Social Sciences, Psychology or 

another relevant discipline.
● You can present very good study results.
● You write and speak English fluently and preferably also Dutch (for the qualitative study).
● You are enthusiastic, ambitious, dynamic, and open to challenges.
● You have good organizational skills and can work independently.
● You can work in an international multidisciplinary team.
● You will contribute to collective activities of the research group (such as educational services, conferences, etc.).
● You have not yet worked in the status of doctoral grantee.

Offer
We offer a fulltime doctoral fellowship for the period of min. 1 year. After positive evaluation, the fellowship will be renewed (total duration: 
4 years). The research will take place at the Centre for Biomedical Ethics and Law, KU Leuven, under the supervision of Professor Chris 
Gastmans.

The start date will be determined in consultation with the candidate with the ambition to start no later than 1 March 2024.

Interested?
For more information please contact Prof. dr. Chris Gastmans, tel.: +32 16 37 33 03, mail: chris.gastmans@kuleuven.be.

You can apply for this job no later than December 04, 2023 via the online application tool :
http://www.kuleuven.be/eapplyingforjobs/light/60275892

KU Leuven seeks to foster an environment where all talents can flourish, regardless of gender, age, cultural background, nationality or 
impairments. If you have any questions relating to accessibility or support, please contact us at diversiteit.HR@kuleuven.be.
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